|
|
|

How the Town was Governed—2

THE CORPORATION
OF BERKHAMSTED

By ‘BEORCHAM'
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be identified with the Market House
h was burnt down in 1854,
Twelve chiel burgesses were to serve for
life, ‘as long as they are well behaved.’
h year they chose the bailiff and
‘one recorder, learned i
‘one common clerk,' and two sergeants
: ilifl and burgesses
constituted the common council and
were empowered to make laws for the
gh, hold courts, im
penalties and imprisonments, maintain
a gaol, collect market tolls and rents of
stalls, and enjoy certain other privileges,
Thi he Co T;OWN losel
us rporation was closely
linked with the everyday life of
in particular its fairs and markets
Sources of income, ho
have been small from the start and very
indeed the

d
War and Commonwealth; two or three
years afier Charles 11 was restored to the

E

Commonwealth, It seems that there was
a general decline in trade after an ex-
pansionist period which was helped by
the *disparking’ of much of Berkhamsted
Park in 1627, Many hundreds of acres of
land were freed for cultivation, a vast
amount of land trading took place, and
many local men were able to start their
own farms or smallholdings or add to
the acres they already farmed,

CORPORATION RECORDS

Many burgesses were also vestrymen,
serving as churchwardens, sidesmen,
overseers of the poor, and surveyors of
highways. They knew how great was
the difference between the revenues of
the two units of local government. The
Vestry was the rating authority, able to
raise money for the maintenance and
repair of the church, the relief of the

oor, and the upkeep of highways. The

estry held sway over the whole parish,
a larger area than that of the Corpora-
tion, which had good cause to wish that
its boundaries could be extended.

A number of Corporation documents,
iucluding a copy of the charter of 1618,
survive in the church chest. I have not
been able to locate the first court book
of the Corporation, which if it still ex-
ISts is ﬁrobnbly much more informative
than the book for the years 1637-63,
After 1641 little was recorded beyond
the election of officers, Looking like a
cheap little exercise book, it scems to
n{mbolise the poverty of the Corpora-
tion; the Vestry could afford handsomely
bound books for the churchwardens’
accounts,

BEORCHAM (Contd.)

It is nlways tempting to seize upon
Interesting but unimportant titbits. In
1638 the baililf and burgesses discussed
the plight of Joane Brookes, a servant
girl who was turned out of Nicholas
Moore’'s house four years before her
contract had expired. Moore had kept
some of the girl's clothes, and the bur-
gesses thought it best to dissolve the
contract provided that her former
master handed over ‘one linsey woolsey
apron, one pare of shoes, one blacke
hatte and two wollen wastcoates’ which
he had retained.

NOT A ROYAL WELCOME

From a humble servant to Royalty: in
1638 the Corporation acknowledged ‘the
blame that was layd upon us for negleci-
ing our formal presents to the kinge and
queene’ when  they passed through
Berkhamsted two years earlier. Then,
in August, payment of Ship Money was
‘longe behynde," and the Corporation
was required to pay on September 2 ‘or
else to appeere before the Counsell the
same day to answer the neglecte” A
resolution was passed to the effect that
it was the bailifi”s ‘forbearance to dis-
trayne that causeth the non payment,
therefore he resolveth to distrayne.’

In 1638, one of many refusals to take
office was recorded, Robert Darvell was
warned to take his oath of admission to
be a capital burgess in place of William
Axtell, Darvell declined to appear, and
‘the company present adjudged him to
|t3hn l:m_nmercemmlhaf iﬁ and lwec doe

Inke it necessary that Mr. Bailey (Mr.
Bailiff) take a speedy course to levy the
same,”

Whether Darvell paid the fine is not

recorded; he emigrated to Amcé}ca, as

did Thomas
Daniel Axtell, who stayed

fought fm;h Cromell, and &u hnnxgi' -

as a regici G
- WEIGHTS ANDMFPASURB i
It is interesting to find the burgesses

cushions, and three pay books.

indicated by a document which staics
that the bailiff, on taking office, was
required to swear that he would execute
Justice without partiality, execule wrins,
warrants, and precepts, mainiain the
grants, rights and liberties, provide
necessary prisons, and ‘see that the
assize of bread, drynck and all other
yictuall , . . and weights and measures

be good, lawfull and allowable

The Corporation’s standard weights
and measures, kept either in the Guild-
hall or Court House, were itemised in
1642 as follows:

It. a brass halfe pecke

It. a brass pinte pott.

It. a wayte of brass being 14 pd

It. a 7 pd weighte of brass, :

It. a pyle of brass weightes being B in
number,

It. a brazen EIL

It. a box of brass weightes.

It. a holdefast and hammer.

It. 3 seals to seale Measures.

The ell (the ancient cloth measure,

45-in.) was given to the on

the rector, the Rev. Thomas Newman.

Besides the standard weights and
measures, the inventory of 1642 men-

tions the charter, the mace, the common

borough, ‘the widdowes Almes,” two

pairs of handcuffs, a shackle, a table

with a frame, a green carpet and twelve
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bating, in 1639, the question of
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