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THE DEVELOPMENT OF BERKHAMSTED

By R. J. Aitchison, F.R.I.C.S.

Berkhamsted was relatively insignificant in the
Middle Ages because the Castle was the i important
feature and the town was literally overshadowed
thereby. The great entrance to the Castle was on the
south side and led by a bridge across the water
through ground now occupied by the railway to
Castle Street, which was more important than the
High Street.

When the Castle fell into decay in early Tudor
times Castle Street still retained some importance by
reason of Dean Incent’s foundation of a Grammar
School.

There were one or two minor lanes in the town

‘shown on the copy of a medieval plan which | have,

~such as Elwynslane, otherw:se Chesham Road.

& By the reign of Henry Vlll and the advent of the

;Schooi the populnuon was only around 800. Indeed,

‘thm was little in the way of expanslon until the I9th
Ney

also made an important contribution to local business
in the past.

Onc important industrial development in the 19th
Century, of purely local origin, was the manufacture
of sheep-dip by William Cooper. From the first mill in
Ravens Lane, there grew a firm with 120 employees in
1885. In 1925, the business amalgamated with
McDougall & Robertson and twenty years ago, the
firm of Cooper, McDougall & Robertson heuule
part of the Wellcome Foundation.

Turning to the housing side, and quoting fml:
Mr. Birtchnell’s excellent Short History, buquu,cn
a large scale did not start until the Pilkington Manor
‘Estate cast of Castle Street was sold in 1862. New
roads werectutedhetweenﬂ:el-lsd!saeaaql
Canal andmme years mer Geo;gsmet‘ ud
Ellmere Road ammto ¢ ﬁ
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(PART 2 continued from January's edition) further land and also started Hillside Gardens
Sometime later and beyond Swing Gate  but building operations ceased in 1940, 0“
Lane, another Estate came into being, namely  to the War.
the Hall Park Estate. It originally formed part Whilst in the Hall Park area, I MM-
of the land attached to the Hall, the name of a ~"i'l3¢’1lk Of ‘the htc* WW _
Georglan mansion which stood veryclose to the :
main road, about 100 yards east of Swmg Gatc
Lanc.

~ The last owner of'lhe HallwastbelateMr




opening verse of a well-known Advent hymn
‘Ye servants of the Lord, each in his office wait’.
Very naughtily, my parody of the verse ran as
follows:

‘Ye servants of Lord Greene
each 1n his office wait,
observant of his every word
and watchful never to be late!’

Betham has for some time practised as a
Chartered Architect near Grays Inn. We both
had a great respect for our mutual client.

Mr Greene was deeply attached to
Berkhamsted School and I believe it was largely
through his efforts that the playing fields at the
top of Chesham Road were acquired. I certainly
recall his gift to the School of the Greene Field
between Lower Kings Road and Newcroft.

He also had a strong affection for the town
and was keen to see it develop.

Pursuing my development saga and still at
the eastern end of the town, Mr Greene built

Hall Park Filling Station (later extended), also
five shops and flats known as Hall Walk, almost -

facmg Swing Gate Lane. At the rear, some lock-
up garages were ‘built, also Londri nq Terrace, a
block of six small houses. '
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The continuing sluggish state of the national
economy (there was little money around in
those days) coupled with advancing years, led
Mr Greene to decide to auction all his holdings
in the town. He felt that a large auction was
asking too much of someone in his twenties
with the result that the sale was a joint exercise
on the part of Messrs Knight Frank & Rutley
and myself, in June 1937. There were twenty-
eight Lots and | have a copy of the Particulars
and Conditions of Sale, the latter drawn up by
Mr Greene’s solicitors, Messrs Vaisey & Turner
of Tring. Considerable money was spent on
publicity and many of the Tube Stations in
London carried the large posters advcrtmngthc
sale. The national press contained write-ups
and much effort was made.

On the great day, the Town Hall was fﬂll.._
and the Auction was conducted by Colonel
Gibson, then Senior Partner of nghtl'-'mk&
Rutley. Sadly, the Auction was not a succes
and only a few Lots changed hands. M ser

‘was much saddened and within a short space of
time, he dcpar;qd !Jmﬁfe,., - ﬂb ;,. _ B
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(to be commued)
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(PART 3 continued from March’s edition) Bridgewater Road was formed, lmked _
Moving round to the north-castern side of ~Lane. Amusingly, we :
the town, I will now refer to Meadway. It was ~ Roads in the 1930’s. T
: known as the Berkhamsted Common Estate
. and came into being in the 1920%. The person
~largely responsible was the late Mr Harold
_Merrunan, F.R. l B. A., who hved at Earls
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King owned the Court Theatre, now replaced
by the Tesco Supermarket. They were
concerned lest another firm should step in and
through my introduction they bought a large
and very dilapidated period property known as
Egerton House, a photograph of which appears
in Mr Birtchnell's ‘Bygone Berkhamsted', After
demolition, the Rex Cinema was built and
opened in 1938. At the time of dealing with
Egerton House, | had no idea that the property
had former connections with the Llewellyn
Davies family and James Barrie. It was then
that I learned that Berkhamsted could be
volcanic! Imagine my horror when a local
resident stepped into my office and the
following dialogue ensued - Are you Aitchison?
Answer ~ Yes sir. How long have been open?

e el 4
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Not very long, sir. Then you won't be here
another year, you young vandal!

Also in 1938 the Civic Centre was opened.

On the opposite side of the road another
change was in progress. In 1999, on behalf of
Mr W. F. Maichett, Ladies Outfitter. |
arranged the sale of his premises for the site of
the present Woolworth Store. This was 2
pointer in the central zone for the shape of
things to come.

Talking of the shape of things to come. lcads
me to refer to planning matters. Berkhamsted
had been involved in town planning matsers
before the War and [ recall the existence of
Joint Planning Committee with Tring =~
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(PART 4 continued from April's cdmon)

During the War, planning became a centr_f‘
of mtcrest by rcason ~of Profe or.




Report had recomr@cd a ‘green wedge'
between Berkhamsted and Northchurch. In
1957 and acting for the owners, | negotiated the
sale of Lagley to the Council.

The town did not ‘take off’ until the 1960°s
due in some measure to the electrification of the
railway. Economic conditions had improved.

Infill sites began to attract attention. For
instance, Shootersway was static, apart from cnt 0 the
Barncroft, untll 1960 butaslmatoﬂm & f"!w rownle s Age
others follawad Indeed. ecame highly stcad ily pre eded and th
contagnous Nevertheless., 01 _kept been reache
house prices stcady andn mm til th
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