JERKHAMSTED'S ANCIENT MONUMENT
;

The Story of the Castle

Famous for its history, and well worth seeing for its earthworks, Berklhnmsted

Castle attracted 5,200 visitors in 1959, The following article (to be continued

in next month’s Review) Is taken from “ A Short History of Berkhnmsted *
which will be published by *‘ Beorcham " later this year,

Every day railway passengers glimpse
the mlghr?r earthworks, ruined walls and
green turf of Berkhamsted Castle, They
survey the scene from a high embank-
ment built on part of the outer defences,
an embankment which unfortunately
hides a view of the Castle from the old
town which grew up outside the moats.

Most Berkhamstedians are proud of
this ancient monument, though we
seldom go there save to attend a fete or
to accompany week-end guests who wish
to see the sights of the town.

Until thirty years ago the outer carth-

were a children’s playground, a
L m&in? place, and a favourite
en: of older folk, In hard

skating on the moats attracted
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A POPULAR RESORT

Tall trees and dense undergrowth
covered the earthworks, poor quality
watercress grew in the shallow water,
ivy clung to the masonry. The Castle

50 romantic in those days,

specially to boys with bows and
rrows wh ned they were defend-
the stronghold for the Black Prince.
~Bu ~Black Prince would have
recognised more casily the carthworks
today, Since taking over the

enic,

¢ moats
the walls are protected from further
and the turf has never looked

¥

popularly called Tower Hill, though
today we see only the foundations of the
circular keep. Here, high above the last
diteh, at the ultimate point of

remains of a firey §
beleaguered garrison would have been
tormented by the sight of the encircling
water, so near and yet so far from the
keep. That was why they sank a well
through the man-made mount ; it was
beautifully lined with stone, as we see to
this day.

From this 45 ft. high viewpoint we
survey the handiwork of men who
slaved, slithered and sweated in the
marsh to create one of the most inter-
esting earthwork systems in the country.
It is perhaps easier to think of these
humble toilers, whose work survives,
than to conjure up visions of the kings,
queens, princes, archbishops, great
nobles and judges who once lived in the
vanished buildings.

The Castle was built in an unhealthy
marsh that was often wrapped in fog or
mist, and in summer plagued by insects.
Springs fed the moats, but stagnation
and evil smells were inevitable. Strategi-
cally the site had no great value, though
the water defences were generally good.
But even in ecarly days, long before
pumping lowered the water table, the
springs dried up occasionally and grass
grew in the ditches, At least five grants
were made to individuals for cutting the
gmss. Additional supplies of water may

ave been obtained by damming the

- Bulbourne, but there is no evidence to

support a theory that a stream flowed
through the Park, entering the moats
from the north.
THE CASTLE'S ORIGIN

- The massive earthen bastions on the
north and cast side of the outer earth-
~works are said to have been thrown up
o create platforms from which missiles
were hurled nst the Castle in the
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An artist’s impression of Berkhamsted Castle in 1787

today can be attributed to a pre-Norman
stronghold  at  which illiam  the
Conqueror, having crossed the Thames
at Wallingford and ridden through the
Chiltern gap, received the offer of the
English Crown. Some historians believe,
however, that it was on the site of the
Castle where William met the Saxon
nobles,

The carthworks we see today were
probably started in the latter part of the
11th century, during the tenure of
Robert, Count of Mortain, who was
granted Berkhamsted, with many other

estates, by William 1, his half-brother.

Why be old-fash
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