; s fresh daily
OUR PRICES
are reasonable

ARKET HOUSE
"BERKHAMSTED

LOCAL COMMUNICATIONS—2

By ‘BEORCHAM »

Sparrows Herne Trust

As was stated in last month's Review,
no real improvement in the condition
of our highways was made until turnpike
trusts (from the reign of Charles 11
onward) were empowered by Act of
Parliament to collect tolls at bars or
turnpikes and, in return, keep the roads
in good order,

The Stanmore—Aylesbury section of
the busy road from London to Birming-
ham was controlled by the Sg:rrows
Herne Trust, of which we still have an
interesting reminder outside Underhill
and Young's garage:! an iron post

g the name of the trust, It is, [
believe, the only relic of its kind in the
district, though before the war similar

s5ts stood beside the main road at
all Park and near the ** Robin Hood "
inn at Tring.

TROUBLE AT THE TOLL-GATE
Sparrows Herne, an 18th century
foundation, functioned until 1878, when

eight main Hertfordshire roads were

*disturnpiked " (a word actually used in
a document of the period) and were
taken over by the county.
In some ways the turnpike trusts were
not unlike railway companies ; they
e s e
_Act o ent, com-
c adhere to a fixed scale of
and enjoyed what was virtually

ties value £210 advanced and fent by
her on the credit of the tolls of the
turnpike from Sparrows Herne 1o
Aylesbury ' for distribution to six
poor Berkhamsted widows, Interest of
10 guineas was paid annually by trustecs
of the turnpike.

TAKING TOLL

On this busy highway tolls were
collected every six or seven miles from
waggoners, coachmen, horse-riders, and
drovers, Pedestrians alone were exempt
from payment,

I have not been able to find a [ist of
charges made by the Sparrows Herne
Trusl—’duubtlcss there were variations
according to the cost of living—but
another Hertfordshire turnpike trust
(Wadesmill) was empowered, in 1733,
to ctgnrge Ls. 6d. for every coach, berlin,
chmc_)t, chaise, chair or calash drawn
by six or more horses or mares ;
sixpence if the vehicles were drawn by
four horses or mares, and threepence
if by one horse or mare.

For every wagon, wain, cart or
carriage pulled by five or more horses or
oxen the charge was one shilling ; by

, SIXpence ; by less than three
fourpence. One halfpenny was chargcd
for every horse, mule or ass laden but
not drawing.

Drovers were required to pay ten-
pence per score of oxen or neat cattle,
and fivepence per score of calves, dogs,
sheep or lambs,

NO ESCAPE

recalling the first rail  versus road

crisis. Before the railway was a year old
the turnpike trustees stated that, “ in
consequence of the great reduction n
income of this road occasioned by the
London and Birmingham Railway,”
they found it necessary to throw upon
the county the repairs of all county
bridges on the road, and of 300-ft.
of the road at each end of such bridges,

DIRTY HIGH STREET

The Sparrows Herne Trust was not
responsible for the upkeep of urban
sections of the road. Berkhamsted High
Street wus maintained by the parish,
and it was often in a disgraceful state—
ankle-deep in mud in winter, a ribbon
of thick dust in summer, To make
matters worse, sanitation was unknown
until a century ago. Sewage from badly
constructed cesspits flowed into the
High Street with the drainage from
manure heaps. Housewifes threw slops
out of bedroom windows and were
asked to mend their ways by the Berk-
hamsted vestry. A local writer of the
period tells us that ** all kinds of vege-
table refuse were cast into the street.
Pigs were the recognised scavengers.”
The first road-hogs !

Earlier still, in 1758, the * principal
inhabitants ” of Berkhamsted com-
plained that the High Street was out of
repair and so dirty that they could not
walk without great discomfort and
inconvenience, One William Bates was
appointed scavenger for the year, but
he could not perform his duties until
the parish levied a special rate of 6d. in
the pound “to repair and cleanse
the High Street.”

HOLDING UP THE TRAFFIC
One of Bates’ predecessors in the
broom and shovel business was brought
ot TR b e
away * the . and other annoyances
in.ll{p street,” and in 1678 a Berkham-
the King's way near %
littering ‘;t with straw,

lor

EMERGENCY MEDICINE
Local Arrangements

Artingements for the emer
g 2*: e of
medicine now Operating in Beﬁr‘,hunuzdm "
a8 follows

CHEMISTS’ ROTA
The week-day evening (67 1n.) and Sundsy
morning (11,30 -m,—‘h.ln ppm p.mn roAa
adopted by Berkhamsted chemists for (he
dispensing of medical prescriptions, is as foflows
for the current month ;—
April 1—7 : Dickman
April B—14 : Taylors
April 1521 ; Boots
April 2228 : Figg
April 29—May 5 ¢ Dickman
Easter Monday (April 2) : Taylors,
—— e

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES
The Berkhamsted Branch of the County

Library is open in Prince Edward Strest

the r'ﬁm. days and times :— -
Mon., Tues., Thur., & Fri—~10 am. to | $

2pm, o 5pm.; 530 p.m. 10 7.30 p.m. 1<%
Wednesday—CLOSID ALL Day,

ssnumy—luun. tol pm.; 230 pm. w0
p.m.

It pays to buy
GOOD shoes

*
WHITE & SON
The Footwear Specialists

High St, Berkhamsted
Phone 4
A et

*

Ovz Rerarzs :z"
noted for smars-
ncss znd dogability

Agents for
DUNHILL
RONSON
COMOY
BARLING
LOEWE

The Corner Shop




