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A Saxon Parliament

Similarly, the early history of the
town must always remain a matter
for speculation rather than hard facts.
The one practical certainty is that the
Roman highway known as Akeman
Street passed through the Berkham-
sted valley, more or less following the
line of the presen: High Street. The
Romans may have found a township
already existing here; indeed, the
claim has been made that Berkham-
sted was originally Durocobrivis, * city
of the marshy stream.” But an identical
claim has been made on behalf of
Dunstable, Redbourn, Ravensborough
and Hertford !

By the time the Normans had com-
pleted their conquest, Berkhamsted
was an important community with
fifty burgesses, but little is known of
the development of the town in Anglo-
Saxon days. It is not certain, as is
sometimes suggested, that a Saxon
stronghold already existed on the site
of the Castle. But some picturesque
legends arose, and Berkhamsted was
credited with being a residence of the
Kings of Mercia. The oft-quoted story
that King Wihthreede held a great
council or parliament here in 697
does not bear investigation, for
Wihthrede was King of Kent, not of
Mercia, to which ancient kingdom
Berkhamsted belonged. 1In passing,
it is interesting to recall one of the
laws passed at that parliament of 697 :
*“ If any stranger shall wander private-

-1y through the country, and shall-

neither ery aloud nor sound his horn,
he shall be taken for a thief and shall
be either slain or banished.”

Which Berkhamsted?

Not until Norman times can one
write of local history with any degree
of certainty. And even then doubts
arise as to a certain event which is
generally supposed to be the most
important in our long history. Every
ocal schoolboy and schoolgirl learns

t William the Conqueror received

- of the English crown at
ed in 1066, but can we be

s at our Berkhamsted ?

two Berkhamsteds

may be mentioned
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